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From CGM’s Desk

It gives me immense pleasure to present this booklet, a humble yet powerful testimony
to the spirit of innovation, resilience, and sustainable development that defines India’s
rural transformation journey. As the apex development financial institution dedicated
to the upliftment of rural India, NABARD has always believed that the path to a
prosperous and self-reliant nation begins in its villages.

India’s rural landscape is witnessing a silent revolution one that is being led not just
by institutions, but more importantly, by its people: the farmers, rural entrepreneurs,
self-help groups, producer collectives, and countless others who have dared to dream
beyond convention. NABARD’s role, through its development initiatives, has been to
nurture these dreams with timely credit, capacity building, market access, and most
importantly, trust.

This booklet brings to light inspiring stories and startups emerging from NABARD
assisted SDAU Rural Business Incubation Center that captures the spirit of
"Atmanirbhar Bharat" by showcasing how grassroots enterprises are creating local
employment, preserving traditional knowledge, and bringing value addition to the
doorstep of the farmer and including modern technology.

As we move ahead into an era of digital agriculture, climate-smart practices, and
inclusive rural innovation, NABARD remains committed to supporting ideas that are
sustainable, scalable, and socially impactful.

With warm regards and best wishes,
B. K. Singhal
Chief General Manager,

National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development (NABARD),
Gujarat Reginal Office, Ahmedabad.
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From VC’s Desk ‘ .

With immense pride and gratitude, I extend my sincere appreciation to NABARD for
its visionary partnership in establishing the NABARD assisted SDAU Rural Business
Incubation Centre (RBIC) at S. D. Agricultural University. This initiative has set a
remarkable example for other State Agricultural Universities, fostering a vibrant and
impactful agripreneurship ecosystem that nurtures the next generation of rural
innovators.

My heartfelt congratulations on the release of this timely booklet, which stands as a
testament to the unwavering dedication of the NABARD-assisted SDAU RBIC team,
guided by the exemplary leadership of both NABARD and SDAU. The RBIC has truly
emerged as a beacon of hope and opportunity for aspiring agripreneurs and rural
youth alike.

NABARD-assisted SDAU RBIC’s commitment to supporting grassroots innovations
and advancing value-added agriculture has laid a strong foundation for a resilient and
inclusive rural economy. This booklet is a humble reflection of the positive change
brought about by the sustained encouragement of the centre and the collaborative
spirit of all stakeholders.

As we move forward, we eagerly look ahead to scaling new heights to shape a thriving
ecosystem for rural transformation.

My good wishes for one and all!

Dr. R. M. Chauhan
VC, SDAU and Chairman NABARD-assisted SDAU RBIC
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INTRODUCTION

The entrepreneurship ecosystem in India has experienced remarkable growth and
development in recent years. India, known for its vibrant startup culture and a large
pool of talented individuals, has emerged as one of the world's leading hubs for
entrepreneurship. The government's initiatives, such as the "Startup India" campaign
and various policy reforms, have further catalyzed the entrepreneurial spirit in the
country.

In the past decade, India has witnessed a surge in start-ups; however, only a few have
focused on addressing the pressing problems faced by rural communities. While
entrepreneurship has predominantly been associated with urban areas, its importance
in the economic development of rural areas cannot be overstated. Creating local
entrepreneurs capable of addressing the most pressing challenges of rural
communities is crucial. Rural entrepreneurship has the potential to create sustainable
livelihoods, reduce migration to cities, bridge the urban-rural divide, and drive overall
rural and agricultural development. It serves as a powerful tool for empowering rural
communities, leveraging local resources, and tapping into untapped potential. It is
essential to empower the youth to become job creators rather than job seekers by
providing them with ample opportunities to become successful entrepreneurs.

To support and boost the start-up ecosystem in the rural and agriculture sectors,
NABARD assisted Sardar Krushinagar Dantiwada Agriculture University (SDAU) for
a Rural Business Incubation Centre (RBIC) and was established in 2021. Located
within the green campus of SDAU at Dantiwada, Banaskantha it is the first center of
its kind in Gujarat. SDAU Rural Business Incubation Centre recognizes the critical role
that entrepreneurship plays in rural areas and agriculture. By fostering and supporting
rural startups, entrepreneurs, and community-owned enterprises, the centre aims to
unlock the transformative power of entrepreneurship to address the unique challenges
faced by rural communities. With its comprehensive support system, the centre
provides a platform for rural entrepreneurs to ideate, innovate, and improve their
businesses, ultimately contributing to the socio-economic development of rural areas.

VISION

To foster socio-economic development of rural communities through
entrepreneurship by encouraging, supporting and incubating start-ups, entrepreneurs
and community owned enterprises having the potential to create an impact in rural
and agriculture space.

MISSION

To identify, support and incubate start-ups/enterprises by providing ample
opportunities and the right platform to ideate, innovate and improve their business by
providing mentoring, funding and business support.
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Objectives:

1.

To promote innovation and entrepreneurship by identifying and motivating
entrepreneurs thereby creating employment and prosperity in rural areas

The primary objective of NABARD assisted SDAU RBIC is to foster innovation
and entrepreneurship by identifying and motivating entrepreneurs who can
drive economic growth and create employment opportunities in rural areas. By
nurturing a culture of innovation, the centre aims to unleash the potential of
rural communities and contribute to their prosperity.

To commercialize, transfer and disseminate agricultural technologies
developed by research institutions from labs to farms through
entrepreneurship

NABARD assisted SDAU RBIC endeavours to bridge the gap between research
institutions and farms by commercializing and transferring agricultural
technologies. This ensures that cutting-edge innovations developed in labs
reach the farmers and rural communities, thereby enhancing agricultural
productivity and promoting sustainable farming practices.

To support and strengthen producer organizations to stir socioeconomic
development of primary producers

The centre also recognizes the importance of strengthening producer
organizations to uplift primary producers and drive their socio-economic
development. By providing support and guidance, the centre empowers these
organizations to leverage collective bargaining power, access markets, and
enhance the overall well-being of rural producers.

To become a center of knowledge creation and dissemination in the field of
rural entrepreneurship through action research

Furthermore, NABARD assisted SDAU RBIC aims to become a centre of
knowledge creation and dissemination in rural entrepreneurship through
action research. By conducting research and generating insights, the centre will
contribute to the existing knowledge base, enabling the dissemination of best
practices and enabling a culture of continuous learning and improvement in
rural entrepreneurship.

To build commercial conduits in the form of value chains which integrate new
value creating activities in rural and urban spaces

By developing value chains, NABARD assisted SDAU RBIC seeks to identify and
promote activities that add value to rural products or resources. This involves
identifying market opportunities, facilitating linkages between rural producers
and urban markets, and supporting the development of value-added products
or services.
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SDAU RBIC recognizes the transformative potential of entrepreneurship in rural areas
and agriculture. By providing the right platform, mentoring, funding, and business
support, the center aims to nurture and empower rural entrepreneurs, foster
sustainable economic growth, and contribute to the overall socio-economic
development of rural communities in India.

! s
® 2§

Qe Incubatiop

NABARD-assisted SDAU RBIC Building

FOCUS AREAS

Food & Agriculture: Encouraging startups and enterprises that contribute to
enhancing agricultural productivity, sustainable farmin g practices, value addition in
agri-products, and market linkages.

Livelihood: Supporting startups and enterprises that generate employment
opportunities, and income enhancement programs for rural communities.

Education & Skill Development: Promoting innovative startups and enterprises
that provide quality education, vocational training, and skill development programs
tailored to the needs of rural areas.

Water, Sanitization, and Hygiene: Incubating startups and enterprises that
address water resource management, improve sanitation facilities, and promote
hygiene practices in rural communities.
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Climate Action: Supporting initiatives that foster climate resilience, renewable
energy adoption, climate-smart agriculture, and sustainable resource management in
rural areas.

Producer Organizations: Strengthening and empowering producer organizations
to enable collective bargaining power, access to markets, and enhanced socio-
economic well-being of primary producers.

Any Other Area of Impact: Embracing and nurturing innovative startups and
enterprises in other sectors that have the potential to create positive impact in rural
and agriculture sectors.

SERVICES

developed by universities, research and networking
institutions

Commercialization of technology @ ] a 1 QJ Mentor support from industry experts
& L

Market Research, Go to market
strategy

Product Development, Business
Planning, Team Building, Strategy

—

r’ l ‘g]\
Seed Funding, Venture Capital, Debt @ 2 A . ‘ n Technical & Business Training, Hands

Finance on experience of technology

CENTRE AT A GLANCE

e Establishment: December 2021

e Legal form: Registered under section 8 of the company’s act.

e Total no. of students sensitized: 2002

e Total no. of start-ups incubated: 110

e Total no. of employment opportunities (direct & indirect) generated through
start-ups: 700+

e Total no. of farmers/producers reached: 97000+

e Total funding raised for start-ups: Rs. 2 Cr (Approx.)

e Total no. of FPOs connected: 60

e No. of mentors empaneled: 62

e Recognized as Nodal Institute under the Scheme for Assistance for Startups/
Innovation — Gujarat Industrial Policy 2020
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START-UP SUCCESS STORIES

NEWWAY BIOTECH

Newway Biotech is a
company committed to
creating a world where
malnutrition is no longer a
barrier to human health and
well-being. The company
works with a mission to
develop and deliver bio-
fortified vitamin D foods that
are affordable, accessible,
and sustainable. Through its
innovative solutions, it aims
to promote healthy living
and prevent malnutrition, e = e . 2
especially in underprivileged Vitamin D enriched Sweets of Newway Biotech
communities. NEWWAY works for an innovative solution by providing food
fortification which can help increase Vitamin D levels, Protein levels & can reduce
Malnutrition. It has developed an innovative food product like Vitamin D rich
Chocolate, Cookies (Biscuits) & Sweets. Apart from that it has also started an initiative
of Vitamin-D-rich snacks items. The company partners with various initiatives of
government like "POSHAN" abhiyaan. It also addresses the issue of unemployment
through social partnerships via promoting mushroom cultivation.

The primary goal of the
company is to combat
malnutrition and vitamin
D deficiency by developing
effective bio-fortified
vitamin D foods. The
company has invested in
extensive research and
collaborated closely with
local communities,
stakeholders, and like-
minded organizations to
understand their specific
needs to develop
sustainable and affordable

2023.02.09 17:31

Newway Biotech team
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solutions that address the nutritional gaps prevalent in these communities.

The company is committed to raising awareness about malnutrition and the
importance of a healthy, balanced diet. Through targeted marketing and education
campaigns, it aims to empower underprivileged communities with the knowledge and
resources needed to make informed choices about their nutrition. By promoting
healthy living practices, the company strives to prevent malnutrition and improve
overall well-being.

AGROBITS GREEN VENTURE

Agrobits Green Venture Pvt. Ltd. is a start-up supported by NABARD-assisted SDAU
RBIC. Agrobits Green Venture, founded by Mr. Hardik Waghani is solving the problem
of managing agriculture waste and manufacturing environmentally friendly products
out of the waste. Agrobits Green Venture has identified an opportunity of extracting
fibre from banana stem and is manufacturing products such as sanitary pads and
cutlery from banana fibre. Agrobits Green Venture is an attempt towards connecting
consumers with ecofriendly and biodegradable products.

For banana cultivating farmers, discarding banana stem after harvest is a big headache
as it requires time and labour. Being located in Surat district of Gujarat, a major
banana cultivation belt provides a strategic advantage in sourcing the required raw
material, banana stem. Agrobits Green Venture has partnered with farmers cultivating
bananas and procures banana stem from them after harvest. Fibre is extracted from
the stem and is used to manufacture various products such as fertilizers, fabric,
sanitary pads, wicks, yoga mats, table mats, yarn, teacups, plates, spoon etc.

NABARD assisted SDAU RBIC has provided the required support to Agrobits Green
Venture, which will help them to expand their market and secure financial assistance.
With the support of NABARD assisted SDAU RBIC, the start-up has received grant
support of Rs.5 lakh under SRUJAN scheme of Govt. of Gujarat.

Banana stem-based fertilizers of Agrobits Green Venture
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GRAMSE AGRITECH

SDAU RBIC supported GramSe Agritech is a startup
based in Uttarakhand state, that aims to promote
and market products made by farmer producer
organizations (FPOs) and cooperatives through data-
driven marketing strategies. The company is focused
on providing marketing support to FPOs to help
them overcome the challenges of fair trade and better
price realization for their produce. GramSe Agritech
has developed its first brand for the fruit preserve
segment called HOYI, which includes jams,
chutneys, and pickles made by FPOs in Uttarakhand.
The products are chemical free, without added
colours and FSSAI compliant. The pack can be A
traced for ingredients used to the last mile with & =

village and farmer’s detail. Further, Natural bee wax Livelihood creation for women through
is used for sealing the jar. Gramse Agritech

The packaged food products available in the market are often full of preservatives and
added colours, compromising the quality of food products. Additionally, the global
race for price competition has led to FMCG companies reducing the cost of raw
materials, further degrading the quality of food products. At the same time, rural
farmers face challenges in fair trade and better price realization for their produce,
leading to inventory pile-up and further losses. The food products developed by
GramSe Agritech are chemical free, have better shelf life, and offer a unique selling
proposition.

GramSe Agritech aims to address these challenges by
aggregating and marketing products made by FPOs. The
products are aggregated at hubs, which are closer to the
consumers, and are packaged in a premium and attractive
manner to make them eligible for higher prices, leading to
better price realization for the farmers. Additionally, the
company is working towards standardization of food
products and quality control through research and
development.

GramSe Agritech has made a significant impact on the
lives of rural women farmers in Uttarakhand. The
company is engaged with FPOs in Uttarakhand, with
more than 2200 women farmers, and has provided
Che’""‘g: gﬁig‘;\"g‘ig 2’;’”“5 o marketing support to help them realize better prices for

their produce. The company has also onboarded over 350
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customers, with revenue over Rs.2 lakh within the first three months of its operation.
The success of Hoyi has inspired the company to aim for onboarding 5000 customers
in the first year of operation and cross-sale of more than Rs.60 lakh. NABARD assisted
SDAU RBIC has played an instrumental role in success of GramSe Agritech by
providing networking and mentoring support.

manaRUMbl |
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GRAMSE Agritech won 2nd Prize of 32,00,000 at the Aavishkaar Ultimate Agritech Pitch Competition
during Strat-up Mahakumbh, 2025

GramSe Agritech Pvt. Ltd. has secured the 2nd Prize of 2,00,000 at the Aavishkaar
Ultimate Agritech Pitch Competition held during Strat-up Mahakumbh, 2025.

SWASTI ANNAM

Millets have been consumed in India since time immemorial and are known for its
climate resilience and are grown with low chemical inputs such as fertilizers and
pesticides. Millets are rich in protein, vitamins and minerals. NABARD-assisted SDAU
Rural Business Incubation Centre is for transforming ideas to a successful venture.
Smt. Nishaben Dave, Patan district has approached NABARD-assisted SDAU RBIC
through DDM, Patan district with the idea to make millet-based products. Having
understood the requirement of the enthusiastic lady, SDAU RBIC has organized a
training at the Bakery school of Home Science College, Sardarkrushinagar Dantiwada
Agricultural University for her team of 16 women. Having been trained on preparing
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millet-based snacks, Smt. Nishaben and her team came up with the primary products
with some technical queries which were resolved with the food scientist and final
products were ready for market.

The support extended by NABARD assisted SDAU RBIC encouraged Smt. Nishaben to
incubate to develop millet-based snacks that are both delicious and nutritious. Her
unwavering commitment to empowering women and fostering collaboration with local
self-help groups has made her a true champion of social change.

Annam"&

s Food Producy -
w. YEDp project
Ot

Inauguration ceremony of processing unit of Swasti Annam graced by CGM, NABARD

Nishaben's core focus and expertise lies in creating a range of snacks, including
cookies, biscuits, and pizza bases, with millets as the primary ingredient. Millets,
renowned for their exceptional health benefits and sustainable cultivation practices,
are at the heart of Nishaben's innovative product line. By incorporating these nutri
cereals in her snacks, she not only provided tasty treats but also promoted healthy
snacking among consumers.

Nishaben is partnering with local self-help groups for production of millet-based
snacks and she is also training the women members of SHGs with a particular focus
on supporting women. These partnerships enable Nishaben to source millets directly
from local farmers, leading to the economic upliftment of farmers. She also served the
delegates from G20 summit in Patan millet-based snacks. SWASTI ANNAM, a store
selling millet-based snacks was inaugurated by the CGM, NABARD Gujarat RO on 1st
August 2023.
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NATUREX AI TECHNOLOGIES

4CLIMATE, a brand of Naturex Al Technologies Pvt. Ltd., is setting new benchmarks
in AgriTech and Sustainability 4.0. This forward-thinking startup, incubated at the
NABARD assisted SDAU Rural Business Incubation Centre (RBIC), has harnessed
cutting-edge technology to advance Controlled Environment Agriculture (CEA) and
help businesses achieve zero carbon footprints. The start-up has achieved significant
success within a short span since its incorporation.

The startup is led by visionary founders, Shri Subhajit Sinha and Shri Vasu Faldu. The
start-up has been incubated at NABARD assisted SDAU RBIC since November 2023
and received support in terms of mentorship, networking and access to funding from
the Centre. Both the founders had privilege to present their innovative idea to
NABARD at the Regional Office in Ahmedabad on March 21, 2024, during the RAC
meeting, marking the beginning of their journey.

@ —==
§ =

F

Vertical Farming unit of NATUREX Al

4CLIMATE'’s intelligent automation solutions optimize climate control, irrigation, and
nutrient delivery, designed to empower commercial greenhouses, indoor farming, and
urban micro-farming setups. Their goal is to promote sustainability while enabling
growers to improve crop yield, quality, and cost efficiency. With a mission “to empower
the next generation of growers to grow the best food possible,” 4CLIMATE now
proudly manages over 500,000 square feet of cultivation area and utilizes over 100
live IoT sensors that process more than 5 million data points daily.
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In October 2024, 4CLIMATE
emerged as the winner at the
Association of Vertical Farming
(AVF) Summit & VertiFarm Start-
Up Challenge: Grow to the Next
Height, held in  Germany.
Competing with over 100
applicants, they were among the
ten startups selected to present
their innovative solutions for
vertical farming. 4CLIMATE’s
victory brought them a one-year
membership with the AVF access
to global resources and industry
events, 2-hour coaching from
industry experts, and a free booth
at VertiFarm 2025. Additionally,
AVF will highlight the success story
of 4CLIMATE on their social media

channels, expanding their global
visibility.

Team NATUREX Al with their product range

These achievements are part of a series of recognitions that underscore notable
milestones of 4CLIMATE:

1.
2.

SRUJAN Grant — NABARD SDAU RBIC and i-Hub SSIP in November 2024.
Winner of the Best Early-Stage Company — Earned at the VertiFarm Start-Up
Challenge, Germany, October 2024.

Inclusion of 4CLIMATE in top 75 Global Innovative Startups (Asia-Pacific)—
Recognized by the LowCarbonEarth Accelerator in October 2024.

Inclusion of 4CLIMATE in top 30 Impact Startups — Selected by the LIC
Trailblazer Program, IRMA iSEED, in September 2024.

AGRIOWN FARMTECH

Agriown is an Ahmedabad-based Agri tech startup providing new edge & advance
technology access to the Indian farmers through their online and offline presence in
Western part of India, especially Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan & Maharashtra
states. The Company is founded in 2021 by Mihir Shah who has more than 15 years of
experience in offline & online Agri input business like farm implements, seeds, crop
nutrients & crop protection.
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AgriOwn provides agriculture/rural inputs directly to the farmers/customers on
demand at their base through AgriOwn mobile app. AgriOwn provides access to the
latest agriculture technology and techniques to Indian farmers. Agriown’s aim is to
provide quality Agri inputs to the farmers and help them increase farm yield and
income. A farmer can select an input, and the order will be delivered at farmer’s
doorstep, anywhere in Gujarat, Maharashtra, Rajasthan and Madhya Pradesh.

Hon. CM of Guiarat interacting with Founder, Aariown at Ravi Krushi Mahotsav 2025

AgriOwn has been working with several leading Agri inputs companies across India to
bring their products on the AgriOwn platform and has been providing transparent,
competitive, and quality services directly to farmers, leading to reducing the gap
between sellers and buyers in agriculture and benefits suppliers/sellers to improve
their operational efficiency and productivity. AgriOwn continues to bring a wide range
of Agri products (seeds, plant nutrition, pesticide instruments, accessories, etc.),
services, and solutions to serve end-to-end Agri community needs.

AgriOwn has been working for improving Indian farmers package of practices with
new edge technologies like Drone sprays, Mobile Soil Testing labs, Seed & Fertilizer
treatment technology, Weather Station and high-quality Agri Inputs like Seeds,
Nutrients, Pesticides & Farm implements through AgriOwn Farm Technology Centre.

AgriOwn has started Agriculture Drone rental services for farmers in Gujarat,
Maharashtra, Rajasthan and Madhya Pradesh.
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KUBERJEE

Kuberjee Tech Pvt. Ltd is a pioneering fintech company that has emerged as a powerful
catalyst for rural transformation in India. With its mission to bridge the financial and
digital divide between urban and rural areas, Kuberjee delivers essential financial
services, digital tools, and livelihood support directly to remote communities. At the
heart of its operations is the Kuberjee mobile app, a one-stop platform that offers
services ranging from micro-ATM withdrawals, digital banking, insurance, bill
payments, loan facilitation, investment in digital gold and e-commerce integration.
Through an innovative model that combines digital technology with grassroots
outreach, Kuberjee has redefined the accessibility of banking and financial services for
underserved rural areas.

One of Kuberjee’s standout features is its network of women-led Business
Correspondents (BCs) and Field Service Officers (FSOs), who act as the interface
between the company’s digital platform and rural consumers. These women, mostly
from the very communities they serve, deliver banking services at the doorstep—
helping villagers withdraw or deposit cash, pay bills, transfer money, or even invest in
digital gold. This model not only brings financial services closer to home but also
empowers women economically, enhancing their status in traditionally patriarchal
rural societies. Over 5,000 women have found meaningful livelihoods through
Kuberjee, emerging as community leaders and role models for financial literacy and
entrepreneurship.

Women Business Corespondence team of Kuberjee

Kuberjee’s impact extends beyond finance into market linkage and community
development. The company connects rural producers, farmers, artisans, dairy
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entrepreneurs—to urban buyers via digital platforms, improving their market reach
and bargaining power. Kuberjee’s initiatives in livestock insurance, cattle loans, and
agricultural equipment financing have also helped strengthen rural economies.
Moreover, its emphasis on forming cooperative groups of women has fostered
knowledge sharing, mutual support, and collective action. These efforts align strongly
with national priorities like Digital India, financial inclusion, and women-led
development.

Success stories from the field further illustrate Kuberjee’s transformative role.
Abhalbhai, a milk shop owner in Navagam village of Rajkot district, integrated
Kuberjee’s micro-ATM into his shop, turning it into a de facto bank of Navagam and
saving residents from traveling 10-15 km for basic banking. Neelamben Chavda from
Jesapura of Kheda district, inspired by a Kuberjee training session, started a digital
services store in Jesapura, becoming a respected change-maker. Vijayaben Chavda in
Mehsana facilitated over 500 digital transactions in three years, proving the potential
of technology-driven rural entrepreneurship.

Kuberjee’s success can be attributed to designing context-specific solutions, engaging
with local communities, and offering ongoing support and capacity-building. With
over one million families served and more than 2.2 million transactions facilitated,
Kuberjee stands as a leading example of technology, when harnessed inclusively, can
power grassroots development and unlock the potential of rural India.

\\\\T/ / /s
STARTUP = =

Kuberjee was honoured with "Startup Maharathi Award" at Start-up Mahakumbh, 2025.
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Kuberjee was honoured with the prestigious "Startup Maharathi Award" at Start-up
Mahakumbh, 2025. The award was presented by Shri Piyush Goyal ji, Hon’ble
Minister of Commerce & Industry, in the presence of Shri Amardeep Singh Bhatiya,
Secretary, DPIIT, Prashanth Prakash, Accel, Aman Gupta, boAt Lifestyle and Sunali
Rohra, HDFC Bank.

KRISHIYAN

Krishiyan, is an advanced Software as a Service (SaaS) platform developed by Wetacre
Sustainable Solutions Pvt. Ltd., is an AgriTech platform designed to empower Farmer
Producer Organizations (FPOs) and streamline their operations. It bridges the gap
between farmers and markets, ensuring transparency, efficiency, and profitability.

KrishiYan empower Farmer Producer Organizations (FPOs) by simplifying farmer
management, crop monitoring, procurement, and market connectivity. With the aim
of bridging the technology gap in grassroots agri-ecosystems, KrishiYan enables
digitization and operational streamlining for FPOs, benefiting farmers linked to these
organizations. KrishiYan operates as a comprehensive digital platform offers a suite of
integrated modules. At its core, the Smart Farmer Management module digitizes the
entire process of farmer registration and tracks member data, with individual farm
and crop information mapped to each farmer. It enables the collection of real-time
crop cultivation history, coupled with location tagging for accurate monitoring.

The Crop Monitoring & Advisory module provides a dynamic dashboard that tracks
crop—from sowing to harvesting—along with its current stage of growth. This is
supplemented by weather-based market advisories, equipping farmers with timely
and informed decision-making support. Looking ahead, the platform plans to
integrate satellite and drone imagery for advanced visual analytics, further enhancing
its advisory capabilities.

The Procurement & Trade Facilitation module supports bulk procurement from FPO
members, bringing efficiency to the crop collection process. It also ensures
transparency through fair pricing mechanisms and enforces quality standards. Every
transaction is digitally documented, offering full traceability across the supply chain.
Meanwhile, the Market Linkage & Networking module connects FPOs with traders,
industries, and institutional buyers. By enabling quality-driven aggregation, it helps
meet the needs of bulk buyers and includes features for logistics planning and delivery
coordination.
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KrishiYan Launch Event at FPO National Conference organized by Sahakar Bharati on 24t August 2024 at Patna, Bihar

KrishiYan significantly enhances transparency by providing farmers with real-time
updates on procurement rates, reducing their dependence on intermediaries and
minimizing exploitation. Advisory and data management tools of KrishiYan empower
farmers to adopt better agricultural practices, resulting in improved productivity and
remunerative price. Generation of farmer-level data enables both FPOs and the
platform to make data-driven decisions.

KrishiYan platform stands as a scalable, tech-enabled, farmer-first solution that aligns
with Digital Agriculture Mission of Gol. KrishiYan is set to make a lasting impact on
rural livelihoods through smarter FPO operations, better market access, and increased
farmer incomes.

TREATSOUL PHARMACEUTICALS

Treatsoul Pharmaceuticals Pvt. Ltd. is an emerging veterinary pharmaceutical start-
up incubated at the NABARD-supported Rural Business Incubation Centre. Founded
by a team of young veterinary professionals and entrepreneurs, the company is
committed to improving the health and productivity of livestock by offering
scientifically developed, affordable, and accessible veterinary healthcare products.
With a strong focus on the rural economy, Treatsoul aims to bridge the critical gap in
livestock healthcare services by delivering quality medicines, preventive kits, and
herbal supplements to farmers in underserved areas.

The idea behind Treatsoul emerged from the realization that despite India’s vast
livestock population, livestock farmers face severe challenges in accessing timely and
effective veterinary care. Limited availability of quality drugs, lack of awareness, and
poor access to veterinary services have often led to untreated diseases, reduced
productivity, and increased mortality in dairy and meat animals. Treatsoul seeks to
address these issues through a combination of research-driven product development,
rural distribution networks, and educational outreach to livestock farmers.
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Treatsoul operates on a dual business model catering to both business partners and
consumers. It collaborates with veterinary clinics, cooperatives, dairy unions, and
Farmer Producer Organizations (FPOs) while catering to farmers through rural retail
channels. The start-up offers a range of veterinary drugs, feed supplements, and herbal
formulations tailored to local livestock needs. Key products include treatments for
mastitis, digestive problems, parasitic infections, and immune boosters. One of their
flagship innovations is a herbal ointment for mastitis that has received positive
feedback for its efficacy and ease of use. Treatsoul has been able to commercialize over
a dozen veterinary formulations and expand its presence across rural areas of Gujarat
and Rajasthan.

From Veterinary Doctor To PHD Hblder.

S PO Entrepreneurship Is Top Choice For Them
MAYUR CHAUDHARY
TREATSOUL PHARMACEUTICALS

1 hils veterinary doctor based In Palan-
l pur with over a decade of experience

in the belt of Banas Dairy found an
opportunity in providing nutritional sup
plements to milch animals, “It was (Irst-
hand experience for me that the health of
the animals was a magor concern. With the
region providing about 80 kakh litre milk,
diseases can affect the farmers” Income. It
was more of an issue among small and marginal farmers. Thus,
[ decided to address reproductive issues stemming from malms

)F STARTUPS

HSON WITH INDIA DATA
INDIA
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!nd-a. g trition and micro-mineral deficioncies.” he said, He has mised
tjara F‘ » '§° Rs 7 lakh from Sexgan, and has also got incubated with NABARD
s,'!f:‘ AR e to spplications of his startup “It has been two months of

- ~\ production and supply In Banaskantha, and the [nitial response

f* “' qf o has been good, [ we capture this market, we will venture into

éﬁ },,\,‘2:\ other districts that hanve presence of the dakry sectos” he added

News coverage of grant support to Treatsoul Pharmaceutical

The impact of Treatsoul’s work is perceptible in the field. Over 5,000 farmers have
benefited from their veterinary healthcare solutions, leading to improved livestock
health, better milk yields, and reduced reliance on spurious veterinary medicines. The
affordability and local availability of their products have resulted in cost savings for
farmers while promoting preventive health practices in animal husbandry. The
company also contributes to rural employment by involving veterinary graduates and
rural youth in its supply chain and outreach efforts.

Treatsoul has secured grant of Rs.8 lakh from SRUJAN scheme of i-Hub, Govt. of
Gujarat. The start-up has signed an MoU with Pusa Krishi- ICAR, Delhi to strengthen
the research ecosystem around animal health.
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Looking forward,
Treatsoul plans to
diversify its product range
to poultry and aquaculture
healthcare and establish a
Good Manufacturing
Practices (GMP) -
compliant manufacturing
facility and explore digital
platforms for veterinary
consultation and
education. Treatsoul is set
to capitalize its foundation
of science, innovation, and
rural outreach, to become
a major player in
veterinary healthcare. Treatsoul’s journey demonstrates targeted support from agri-
business incubation centres like SDAU RBIC can catalyze impactful entrepreneurship
to address both economic and social challenges in rural India.

Treatsoul Pharmaceutical Stall at Startup Mahakumbh 2024

BHARATGODAM SOLUTIONS

BharatGodam Solutions LLP is a pioneering supply chain management and
monitoring software company, specializing in providing comprehensive agri-
warehousing solutions across India. BharatGodam provides a booking management
system to facilitate warehouse booking for farmers, FPOs and traders while focusing
on space optimization reducing mismanagement of goods. BharatGodam Solutions
focuses on streamlining the post-harvest storage process while reducing wastage and
allowing producers to leverage the best value for their products. Additionally, we
facilitate post-harvest loan facilities after a thorough grading process in accordance
with the guidelines, preventing farmers from selling harvest at lower prices.

Their technology also equips warehouses with sensors and monitoring system which
promotes storage of each commodity as per WDRA recommended standards,
enhancing shelf life of goods. BharatGodam is committed to sustainability and
accessibility creating a trust-based transportation, management and storage system
granting every partner of the supply chain maximize resource efficiency and revenue
generation.
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TieGON celebrates female
entrepreneurs’ success

TiE Women’s Program 2023 showcase

| Ahmedabad Mirror Bureau
feedback@ahmedabadmirror.com

TWEETS @ahmedabadmirror

he Indus Entrepreneurs (TiE)
Ahmedabad celebrated the

achievements of female entre-
preneurs and start-up found-
ers, and showcased their journey at
TiECON Ahmedabad 2023. Attended
by more than 40 TiE members from
across the country, the event facilitat-
ed insightful discussions and inspir-
ing addresses by successful women
entrepreneurs and start-up founders.
A welcome address by Anar
Thakershy, TiE Ahmedabad Women
Lead, set the tone for an evening that
recognised the accomplishments of
women in the entrepreneurial space.
Dr Neha Sharma, Founder and
Director of Accelerate India, graced
the occasion as special guest and
shared her thoughts and experiences.
Panel discussion, featuring TiE
Women’s Program finalists & semi-fi-
nalists and moderated by Anar, was
the highlight of the evening. The TiE
Women's Program competition-2023
showcased the talent of 16 women
from Ahmedabad, contributing to the
global pool of 1,700 applicants from

d the talent of 16 women from city

Ll

The event saw insightful discussions by successful women entrepreneurs

over 30 chapters spread across more
than 70 countries.

Pooja Khemka, CEO & co-founder
of TrackNow and winner of the TiEe
Women’s Program Abad, Shruti
Mehta, founder of BharatGodam
Solutions and runner-up of the
Program Abad, and Parishi Atodaria,
co-founder & CTO of Seedtree Surat,
were the esteemed panellists.

The panel discussion delved into
the journeys and challenges faced by
these dynamic entrepreneurs. The
participants said it was inspiring to
see more girls and women following
their passion and taking the path of
entrepreneurship. They spoke about

technology and the growing use of Al ‘
and also acknowledged TiE’s support
in their entrepreneurial journeys.

Rashida Adenwala, President of
TiE Hyderabad, provided valuable
insights, reinforcing the collaborative
spirit among TiE chapters.

Dharti Desai, TIE Board of Trustees
and head TiE Women, emphasised the
need to inspire more women to pursue
entrepreneurship. The event celebrat-
ed the indomitable spirit of Gujarat’s
entrepreneurs. With over 700 entre-
preneurs, innovators, and industry
leaders in attendance, it served as a
unique platform for networking, col-
laboration and exchange of ideas.

News coverage of Founder, BharatGodam

With a focus on excellence, BharatGodam aims to be the preferred partner for
businesses to optimize their supply chain and agri-warehousing needs in India.
BharatGodam Solutions empowers farmers, FPOs, and traders with features like pre-

warehouse space reservations, post-

harvest loans, transport

e management, weighbridge
o integration, expiry date monitoring,

and storage monitoring, with

efficiency = and  transparency.

Committed to innovation and the

United Nations Sustainable

Development Goal of Zero Hunger
by contributing to food security with
software solution, BharatGodam
Solutions intends to revolutionize
supply chain management for a
better future. BharatGodam has
warehouse owners and warehouse
service providers, farmers and FPOs

Dr. Ajay K. Sood, DMD, NABARD interacting with lFounder,
BharatGodam in Startup Mahakumbh 2025
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as stakeholders to store agricultural produces due to ease of accessibility to storage
facilities with features like grading, goods monitoring and post-harvest loan.

Stakeholders:
1. Warehouse Owners and Warehouse Service Providers

2. Farmers and FPOs store agricultural produces due to ease of accessibility to

storage facilities with features like grading, goods monitoring and post-harvest
loan.
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ACHIEVEMENTS

«» NABARD assisted SDAU RBIC has

been recognized as a Nodal Institute
under the Scheme for assistance for
Startups/ Innovation - Gujarat
Industrial Policy 2020 under start-
up Gujarat Scheme.

NABARD assisted SDAU RBIC has
been awarded UK design patent on
IoT based solar powered agriculture
robot on 215t June 2023.

CEO, NABARD-assisted SDAU RBIC received Green Mentor award
from Deputy Commissioner of New York
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Intellectual
Property

Office

Certificate of Registration for a UK Design
Design number: 6287070
Grant date: 12 June 2023

Registration date: 01 June 2023

This is to certify that,
in pursuance of and subject to the provision of Registered Designs Act 1949, the

design of which a representation or specimen s aftached. had been registered
as of the date of registration shown above in the name of

Kamieshkumar Radheshyambhai Shah, Payal Motilal Patel, Yash Jayantibhai

Padhiyar, Prakashbhai Sanjabhai Patel, Meetkumar Kalpeshbhai Thakar
in respect of the application of such design to:

10T based solar powered agriculture robot

International Design Classification:
Version: 14-2

Class: 15 MACHINES. NOT ELSEWHERE SPECIFIED
Subclass: 03 AGRICULTURAL AND FORESTRY MACHINERY

A [ —
Hrllors WIS

Adam Williams

Comptroller-General of Patents, Designs and Trade Marks

Intellectual Property Office

The attention of the PToprietor(s) is drawn to the important notes overiear.

UK design patent on loT based solar powered agriculture robot by

NABARD-assisted SDAU RBIC

CEO, NABARD-assisted SDAU RBIC
got an international award from
Deputy Commissioner of New York
at the 8th NYC conference at New
York in September 2024 for
supporting the start-ups as “Green
Mentor”.



An FPO, The One Gujarat Farmer
Producer Cooperative Ltd
supported under NABARD-assisted
SDAU RBIC participated in Biotech,
Germany on invitation from Import
Promotion Desk (IPD), leading to
shipment of commodities like
turmeric and millets to Germany.

Participation in Biofach, Germany
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Export of agri producer by One Gujarat FPO supported by NABARD-assisted SDAU RBIC
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DEVELOPING START-UP ECOSYSTEM

A sensitization workshop
on Geographical
Indicators (GI) literacy’
for farmers, FPOs,
agricultural scientists and
students was organized on
24t February 2023 in
collaboration with DPIIT-
IPR  Chair, Gujarat
National Law University
(GNLU) Gandhinagar.

Workshop on ‘Sensitization on Geographical Indication (Gl) literacy’ organized
on 24t February 2023 in collaboration with DPIIT- IPR Chair, GNLU

(@ e A sensitization workshop

SENsnlzmunmsuap g was organized by NABARD-

FACHTY Mekacs assisted SDAU RBIC, in
nwum:v:i ,s:,?f:?.':fnsm collaboration with i-Hub
‘ Gujarat, and the District
Collector's office, atS. D.
Agricultural University for
principals of educational
institutions in Banaskantha

district.

Sensitization workshop for Principals of Educational Institutions in Banaskantha
in collaboration with i-Hub Gujarat, and District Collector's office

NABARD-assisted SDAU RBIC in collaboration with the Banaskantha District
Collector and i-Hub Ahmedabad, has launched the i-Talk series to engage educational
institutes in creation of awareness about the startup ecosystem in the district. District
Collector Mr. Varun Baranwal presented a cheque of Rs. 5.00 lakh to NABARD-
assisted SDAU RBIC on 4th March 2024 for fostering the start-up eco-system and
conducting i-Talk sensitization in Banaskantha district.
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NABARD-assisted SDAU
RBIC organized Startup-FPO G
Meet to connect start-ups \ &
with FPOs to forge business 2o - Al ol

collaborations for mutual N——
benefit. More than 30 FPOs i, s e Rt it ool

and 10 startups have .

participated in the event.

NABARD-assisted SDAU start-up FPO meet

Rural Business Incubation Centre (RBIC) successfully launched the Startup Sprint
Certificate Course (SSCC) on 26th March 2025 during Regional Mega Prakritik Kheti
Consultation cum Workshop, a grand event graced by Hon’ble Governor of Gujarat,
Acharya Devratji as the Chief Guest.

Launch event of Startup Sprint Certificate Course by the Hon’ble Governor, Gujarat

The course focuses on equipping participants with business development skills,
financial literacy, legal knowledge, and access to funding opportunities to help them
establish and scale their startups.
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SUPPORTING AND NURTURING FPOs

NABARD assisted SDAU
RBIC has been engaged in
training and capacity
building of entrepreneurs
and FPOs in governance
and business management.

A training programme was
organized for the board of
directors of Tilakwada
Taluka Khed Utpadak
Cooperative Society and
Reva  Khed  Utpadak
Cooperative  Society in
Narmada district promoted

Training programme for FPOs promoted by BAIF

by BISLD (BAIF).
B C© 5Ri Ristiol Sog: | krushiviean kenoral A one-day t'raining
RN 5 il o gt | e s ascara s programme was organized for

the directors and CEOs of two
FPOs promoted by Krushi
Vignan Kendra, Deesa under
the Gol scheme, Formation
and promotion of 10,000
FPOs.

Training programme for FPOs promoted by KVK, Deesa
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A training programme
was conducted for the
board of directors of
Gopnath Agro Farmer
Producer Co. Ltd.
promoted by CSPC -
Coastal Salinity
Prevention Cell at
Talaja, Bhavnagar.

,,,,,

A 03-day training
programme for BoDs
and CEOs on "FPO
Governance &
Management" was
organized for Six
FPOs promoted by
IFFCO Kisan.

i " -
Training programme for FPOs promoted by IFFCO Kisan

NABARD-assisted
SDAU RBIC in
association with
Gujpro Agribusiness
Consortium Producer
Company Ltd., a state
level FPO federation
of Gujarat has been
working for creating
resilient FPOs in
Gujarat.

Training programme for partner FPOs of Gujpro
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A training
programme focused
on creating good
governance in FPOs
was organized for
three  FPOs  of
Banaskantha district
on 315t August 2024.

,,:if

Training programme for FPOs promoted by Mamata Charitable Trust

A training programme for directors and CEOs of 10 FPOs from Amreli district was
organized by Friends of Women’s World Banking, India from 03 to o5th March, 2025
at Somnath.

Training programme for FPOs Supported by FWWB
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NURTURING ENTREPRENEURS IN THE FOOD
PROCESSING SECTOR

A training
program on
value-added
products from
Millets was
organized by
NABARD-
assisted SDAU
RBIC for FPOs.

Jan 3, 2024, 1423

Training programme for women on value-added products from Millets
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A training programme
focused on the
processing of millets
and value-added food
products for women
from Patan district was
organized on 3rd
January 2024.



PROMINENT VISITORS AND GUESTS

A team of senior
officers from
Watershed
Development
Department, Govt.
of Karnataka
visited NABARD-
assisted SDAU
RBIC to learn the
RBIC model on
supporting  start-
ups in Gujarat. The
team was
accompanied by
officials of Gujpro
Agribusiness Consortium Producer Co. Ltd. Ahmedabad.

Visit of senior officers from Watershed Development Department, Govt. of Karnataka

Dr. Saravanan Raj, Director (Agricultural Extension) and CEO, MANAGE CIA and Dr.
Rahalya S. from MANAGE visited NABARD-assisted SDAU RBIC on 034 July 2024.

Dr. Saravanan Raj, Director (Agricultural Extension) and CEO, MANAGE CIA and Dr. Rahalya S. from MANAGE
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START-UPS PARTICIPATION IN
EVENTS/EXHIBITIONS

Kuberjee, a Start-up incubated at NABARD assisted SDAU RBIC has participated in
Global Fintech Fest,2023 at Mumbai organized by National Payment Corporation of
India (NPCI).

G %

9 Bharat

ing Lives
\Women

Kuberjee partlc:patlon in Global Fintech Fest,2023 at Mumbal

NABARD assisted SDAU RBIC participated in the Vibrant Gujarat Vibrant
Banaskantha, 2023 event at Palanpur.

Vibrant Gujarat, Vibrant Banaskantha, 2023
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Start-ups incubated at NABARD assisted SDAU RBIC participated in Startup Conclave

2023 at Gandhinagar.

Agriown showcasing their drone services to Hon. CM, Gujarat at Startup Conclave 2023

NABARD-assisted SDAU RBIC participated in 13th Agri Asia, 2024 at Gandhinagar

along with four start-ups.

0

AGROBITS GREEN
VENTURE PVT.LTD.

ds

sle futwre
Appreved by Earth -

Agrobits Green Venture participation in 13th Agri Asia,
2024
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Start-ups supported by NABARD-assisted SDAU RBIC participated in the Global
Trade Show during the 10th Vibrant Gujarat Global Summit, 2024 at Gandhinagar.

g Clearzone

ISR R A e )

Jenika Enterprises participation in Global Trade Show during the 10th Vibrant Gujarat
Global Summit, 2024 at Gandhinagar

Shri Arjunbhai Paghdar, an incubatee of NABARD-assisted SDAU RBIC was awarded
1st prize at Climate Change Award 2021-22 under the category of
Innovation/Innovative Project for “Innovation of Improved Crematoria by Shri
Mulubhai Bera, Hon’ble Minister and Shri Mukeshbhai Patel, Hon’ble State Minister
of Forest, Environmet and Climate Change.

Shri Arjunbhai Paghdar was awarded 1st prize at Climate Change Award 2021-22
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COLLABORATIONS

( AIC-RNTU

A1AL Incabaticn Coetre, Raliadransd Tigocs Ushaerdy | 4
° Supooded by « KR rrovaion Vesor, N© oo

AIC-RNTU Foundation, Bhopal
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Govt. Polytechnic, Palanpur

Address:

@ Growth Sense

g
GUJPRO

Gujpro Agribusiness Consortium
Producer Co. Ltd. Ahmedabad

risStl

SRISTI Innovations, Ahmedabad

Growth Sense Private Limited,
Akola, Maharashtra

Institute of Infrastructure,
Technology, Research and
Management, Ahmedabad

ATMA

GUIARAT

Agricultural Technology

Management Agency (ATMA),

Banaskantha

National Bank for Agriculture and
Rural Development

Gujarat Regional Office, NABARD Tower,
Opp. Municipal Garden Post Box no. 8,
Usmanpura, Ahmedabad- 380 013
Phone: 079-27552782

SDAU RBIC building, Nr. SBI Bank,
Sardarkrushinagar, Dantiwada,
Banaskantha, Gujarat, 385506
Website: https://rbic.sdau.edu.in/
Email: ceorbic@sdau.edu.in
Phone: 96629 18787




